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herein , their indgement touching the principall Contre- 
verſies now on foote betwixt the Remonſtr ant es 
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briefly declared. 
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Of Predeſtination,Eletion,and 
Reprotation. 


The 1. «Article. 


= B77 Oraſmuch as all men ſinned in Adam, 
day and made themſclues culpable* of 
\ Y MalediCtion and cuerlaſting death 2 
7 J God had done no wrorg to an 
” man, though he ſhould haue left all 
mankinde in Sinne and MalediQion, 


& and condemned them for the ſfa'd 


$ Sinne , according to the wordes of 

the Apoſtle, Rom. 3.15. 22. The 
whole world & cnlpable before God: All haue ſinned, and are 
wholly deftitute of the glory of God, And Rom. 6. 23, The 
wages of Sinne «s death. | 


" | IT. 

But herein is the loue of God manifeſted , that hre hath 
ſent his onely Sonne into the world , tothe end that whoſo- 
euer beleeueth in him, ſhould not periſh but haue cuerlaſting 
life, x.lohn 4. 9. and Iobn 3 6, 


III. 

Now to bring men to Faith , God graciouſly wnderh 
foorth meſſengers of theſe glad ridings to whom he w. ll, and 
when hee will; by whoſe miniftrie men are called co Repen- 

| Az ance, 


+ > 
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2 
cance, and Faith in Jeſus Chrift crucified. For how ſhall they 
heleene in him,of whom they hane not heard ? and how ſhall they 
heare without a Preacher ? and how ſhall they Preach, except 
they be ſent? Rom. 10 14 15: | 


INI. 

They which beleeue not this Goſpel, the wrath of God 
abides on them : but they which receiue it, and cinbrace the 
Sauiour Ieſus with a true and lively Faith, are deliuered by 
him from the wrath of God , and from perdition, and are 
made partakers of life cuerlaſting. 


V. 

The cauſe and blame of this incredulitie, as likewiſe of all 
other finnes, is net any wiſe in God, but in man : bat Faith 
in Ieſus Chriſt and ſaluation thereby, is the free gifc of God, 
as itis written, Epheſ. 2. 8. Ton arc ſaucd by Grace through 
Faith, and that not of your ſ*lues, it is the gift of God, Againe, 
Phil. r. 29. 1s hath beene freely ginen vnto you , to belecuc m 


(rift, 


VI. 

And whereas God in his appointed time giues Faith to 
ſome and giues it not ynto others , that proceedes from his 
eternall Decree. For vxto Ged are his wayes knowen from ever 
lating, AQts 15-18. And hee doth all thmgs acccording to 
the connſell of b1s owne will, Ephel. 1. 11. According to 
which Decrec,he ſofteneth by Grace the hearts of the Ele, 
how hard ſocuer they be; and bowes them to belecue : butin 
juſt iudgement leaues. them which are not EleQted in their 
malice and hardneſſe. And hercineſpecially is ditcouered the 


profound, mercifull , and alike iuſt diſtin&tion berwixt men: 


that were equaliy lolt : er the Decree of Election and Re. 
probation reuciled inthe word of God ; which as the per=- 
uerſe, impure, and preſumptuous wreſt voto their owne pere 


dition; ſoit yeeldeth ynſpeakeable comfort toholy and reli= 
gious ſoults, 
| Election 


wm CI r | _ A pt ns 


3. 
| VII. 

EleQion is the vnchangeble purpoſe of God, whereby 

according to the moſt free good pleaſure of his will, amongſt 

all mankinde fallen by icrs-owne fault from its firſt __— 


into finne and-perdition,, hee hath of meere grace choſen in. 


Chriſt Ieſus to ſajuation before the beginning of the world, a, 
certainenumber of men, not better, nor more worthy then 
others, but ſuch as together with them lay weltring in one 
and the ſelfe ſame miſerie. The which Teſus Chrift,God hath 
allo from all eternitie made the Mediatour and head of all the 
Ele&, and the ground as it were and foundation of their ſal- 
uation: And accordingly hath decreed to giue themto Chriſt. 
for toſaue them; and to call them,and draw-themeffetually 
by his word and ſpirit, tothe communion of him: or , hath 
decreed to giue them true faith in him, to1uſtifie, to ſanRifre, | 
and hauing mightily kept them in the communion of his. 
Sonne, finally to glorifie them for the demonſtration of his. 
mercy, and for the praiſe of the riches of the glory of his 
grace, as it is written, Epheſ.1.4-5- Goa hath choſen vs ins 
( hriſt before the ſoundation of the world, tothe end we ſhould. 
be holy and vnblameable vefors him in loue haning PredeStinge.. 


ted vs , for to adopt vs to himfelfe by Teſus (hriſt according to. 


the good pleaſure of his will, to 1he praiſe of the glory of his 
grace, by which he hath made vs act eptable m hi welbeloued. 
AndRoin. 8. 29. whom he h-.th Fredeftinated, thoſe he hath | 
alſoealled, and whom he hath called, thoſe he h.th alſo initified, 
«rd whom he hath inftified, theſe he hath alſo glorified. 


VTII: 

This Fle&ion is not of divers ſorts, but one onely and the. 
fame of all thac ſhall be ſaned inthe old and new Teſtament: . 
foraſmuch as the Scripture mentioneth but one g2cd .plea=. 
{ure, purpoſe, arid counſell of the will of God, whe:cby hee 
hath Elected vs from all Etermtie , as ynto Grace), lo vnto 
Glorie; as to Saluation, ſo to the way of Saluation , which, 
ke hah prepared tothe intent we ſhould walke in it, . 


hb 
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IX, 

Neicher was this EleCtion made in reſpe& of Faith fore. 
ſcene, or the obedience of Fairh,holineſſe, or any other good 
y_- or dif} pony , a5 acauſe or condition required be 

orchand in rhe man that ſhould bee Ele&ed : but rather it 
was, to giue Faith,and the obedience of Faith, holineſſe, 8c. 
And therefore EleRion is the fountaine of all ſauing good, 
whence flow Faith, holineſſe, and the reſt of ſaving graces, 
ina word , life eaerlaſting it ſelfe , as the fruites and effects 
thereof, according to the words of the Apoſtle, Epheſians 
4. He hath choſex vs,(not becauſe we were, tut) ts th; end 
we ſhould be holy and onblameable before him in lone, 


X, 

The cauſe of this free Eleion is onely the gocd pleaſure 
of God, which confiſteth not in this , that he hath choſen for 
the condition of ſaluation certaine qualities or ations of 
men, among all thoſe which are poſſible : but in this, that hee 
hath taken to himſelte for a peculiar heritage ſome certaine 
perſons our of the common multitude of finners, as it is 
written, Rom. 9.17.12.13. Before the children were yet 
borne, and or ere they had done either good or euill, crc. it was 
ſaidwnto her (to weete Rebecca : ) The elder (hall ſernethe 
younger; as itis written : [ haue lowed Iicob, and hated Eſas, 
And Adtes 13. 48. All they which were ordained ts eternall 
life, beleened. ; 

XI, | 

And as God himſelfe is moſt wife, vnchangeable, know- 
ing all things, and almighrie : ſothe EleQtion which hee hath 
once made, cannot be either interrupted, or c_— OI IC= 
uoked, or 2nnulled ; nor the EleR either reieed , or their 
number dimuniſhed. 

| XII. 

The Ele& are intheir due times aſcertained of this their 
eternall and ynchangeableeleRion to ſaluation,albeit by de= 
grees,and in a different meaſure; and that not by any curious 


lounding of the ſecrets and depths of God, but by obſcruing 
is 


[PP © fad © wa 0 


GO” TS We ©» =" 


in themſelues with a ſpirituall ioy;and an holy kinde of glad. 
neſle,the intall:ble fruits of Ele&ion, pointed out in the wore 
of God : Such as are, atrue Faith in Teſus Chriſt , a filiall 
feare of God, ſorrow according to God , hunger aud thirſte 


aftcr righteoulnefle, &c. 6 
II 


| From the aſſurance and inward apprehenſion of this Ele-- 


ion, the children of God take occafion daily more and 


more to humble themſclues before God , to adore the bot-- 
tomleſſe depth of his mercies, to purific themſelues, and alſo- 


moſt pn toloue him on their parts, who ſo exceeding- 
ly firſt loued them : So farare they from waxing more idle, 
or carnally negligent and catelefle of keeping Gods Com- 


mande'rents, throygh this do&trine of Eleionand the me- 


ditation thereof; which indeed by the juſt iudgement of God 
commeth yſually ro paſſe in thoſe , who cither raſhly preſu- 
ming on, or idly and wantonly prating of the Grace of Elc- 
tion, willnot walkein the wayes of the Elect. 
XIII. | 

Now as this doQtine of Diuine EleRion, according ts 
the moſt wiſe counſel] of God , hath beene preached by the 
Prophets, Ieſus Chriſt himſelfe, and the Apoſtles, aſwell vn- 
der the old, as vnder the new Teſtament; and afterwards re- 
corded in the holy Scriptures : Soought it alſo cuen at this 
day be propoſed in the Church of God, ( whereumto it was 
ſpecially appointed ) with the ſpirit of diſcretion, reiigiouſly 


and hoiily , in time and place, omitting all curious ſearch of 


the wayes of the Lord ::All onely to the glory of Gods holy 
Name, and the liuely conſolation of his people. 


Moreouer the holy Scripture doth further. ſet foorth and 
recommend this eternall and free grace of our Ele&1on, when 


beſides, it witnefſeth, how thar all men are not choſen, but 
that there are ſome Non-Ele&, or ſuch as in the eternal! 


Eleftion of God were paſſed ouer and left ont, to weete, 
they, whom God according tohis moſt free , moſt iuſt, yn- 


blameable,and ynchangeable good pleaſure decreedto leaue 


> — 
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\ ing God and 
haue wholy enthralled themſclues to the cares of this world, . 


6 


inthe common miſery, whereinto, through their owne fault, 
they had plunged themſelues, and not ro giue them ſauing 
grace, nor the grace of Conuerſion; but hauing abandoned 
them in their owne wayes , and throughiuſt iudgement , fi 
nally to condemne and puniſh them eternally, not onely be- 
cauſe of their infidelitie, but alſo for all cheir other finnes, to 
the manifeſtation of his owne iuſtice. And this, loe, is the 
Decree of Reprobation, which makes not in any wiſe God 
the authour of Sinne ( the bare thought whereof were blaſ- 
phemie) but ſhewes him to be a dreadfull, voblameable,and 


_ wuſt Tudge,and auenger of ſinne. 


XVI. | 

Thoſe, which as yet feele not in themſelues effeQually x 
liaely Faith in Ieſus Chriſt, or an aſſured confidence of heart, 
peace of conſcience, an earneſt care of filiall obedience, and a 
glorying in God through Ieſus Chriſt, and yet notwithſtan-= 
ding yſe the meanes whereby God hath promiſed to effe& 
chele things in vs : They (I ſay) ought not to be diſhartened 
when they heare of Reprobation , nor to range themſelues 
among the Reprobate; but rather they ought to goe fore 
ward carefully inthe vſe of theſe meanes, and feruently de- 
fire and long after the houre of more abundant grace , and 
expe it with all reuerence and humilitie. Muchlefſe ought 
ſuch be terrified with the do&rine of Reprobation,, who 
though they defire to turne ſ{ertouſly to God, and to pleaſe 
himoonely, and to bedeliuered from this body ef death, yer 
for all that , cannot as yet make ſuch progreſſe in the way of 
godlinefle and faith , as they faine would ; Seeing God who 
is merciful! hath promiſed that he will not quench the ſmoa- 
king flaxe, nor bruiſe the broken reed. But worthily and of 
good reaſon may this dodtrine be terrible to thoſe, who ca» 
bh Sauivur Teſus Chriſt behind their backes, 


and the luſts of the fleſh; as long as they ſo continue , and 
turne not ynto God, 
XVII. 


which 
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In regarde wee are to iudge of Gods will by his word, | 
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7 
which teftifieth that the ciiildren of the faithſiill are holy not 
veri.y By nature. but by tne Denciti ofthe conenant of orace, 
wherein they are compriſed with their tather ond mother: 
Thote Parerts wiiich teare God, oupht nor to Coulzs of the 
Efection and faluation of their chiidre;, whom Gud culles 
our of this life in their infancie, 
XVIIL. 

If any one murmure againſt this Grace of fre&EleRion, 
and againſt the ſeueritie ot 1uſt Reptobation, we oppoſe him 
with che words of the Apoſtle, Rom.9.20. O man! whoart 
t5onthat contefteſt with God?and with thoſe of our Saviour, 
Matth.20.1 5. 45 it not lawfull for mee to doe what 1 will with 
mine 2wne goods ? Bur for our lelues, who religiouſly adore 


. theſe myſteries, we cry out with the Apoſtle, Rom. 11.33. 


34-35-36. O the depth of the riches, ard of the wiſedome, and 
of the knowledge of God ! how his indgements are incomprehen- 
feble, and bis wayes impoſſible to be found ? For who i he , that 
hath knowne the thought sf the Lord, or whe h ath berne his 
connſelier ? or who hath firſt ginen vnto him , and it ſhall tere« 
payed. him ag aine ?* For of hm, andby him, ard for him are 
#ll things, T o him be glirie for enermore, Amen, 


A reic&ion of Errours, 


The true doftrine of Eleition and Reprobation being 
expounded, the Synode reielteth the 
errours of thoſe. 


I, 


Ho teach, that thewil! of God to ſan: thoſe that ie 
will beleeue ard perſenere in Faith, ard in the obe- 
drence of Faith , « the whole and entire Decree of «6 
Eleftion to Saluation, and that there ts r:ething elſe rencaled in x 
the word of God touching this Decree. For thele n:cn decenne 58 


thefunple , and manifeſtly contradict the holy Scripture 3 


which 


: $ 

| which teſtifie,not onely that God will ſaue thoſe which will 
belecue ; but alſo that from all Erernicic hee hath choſen cer- 
caine perſons , to giue to them in his appointed time, rather 
then to others, Faith in Teſus Chriſt, and perfeurrance,as it is 
written, lohn 17 6. 7h we ranifeited thy Name to the men 
which thou haft ginen me. Aovaine, Attes 13, 48. All they 
that were ordained to life Euerla$t n7, beleened. And Epheſ:- 
2s I. 4+ Hee hath choſen vs before the foundation of the 
world, to th'end we ſhould be holy. 


i IT. 

| | | *  Whoteach,that the Eleition of G od ts Eternal life is of di- 
' * wers ſorts, the one generall aud indefinite , the other particulay 
? *© and definite. eAnd thu latter againe ether Incomplete , Re + 


© vacable,net Perempterie , but conditionall; or compleate,irre- 
© vocable, Peremptorie,and abſolute, Alſs that Eleition to faith 
'* z5 one, and Election to Saluation ansther, ſo as there may be ar 
«*« Elettion to inStitying Faith withont 4 peremptoris Eletto:: to 
* Saluation. For this 15 nothing elſe but ar: inuention of mans 
braine, forg'd without the Scriptures , which corrupts the 
doQrinec of EleRion, and breakes aſunder the golden chaine 
| of our Saluation, Ro.8.29.4/h9 Godbath predeitinated,thoſe 
| he hath alſo calied;and whom he hath called, thoſe he hath al'o 
q' witified; & whom he hath initified thoſe he hath alſo glorified, 
| III. | 
| ;z<z Who teach, that the good pleaſure and purpoſe of God, 
| (, Wiereof the Scriptures make mention mt" do(trine of Eletti.. 
on, conſiftet not in this,that God hath choſen cevtaine perſons, 
rather thea others; but inthis, that of all poſſible conditions 
| oy (among which alſo are the workes of the Law ) or out of the 
* 19mber of all things, God bath choſen the alle of F ah, though 
@ means in it elſe , and the imperfet obedtercs of Faith, for the 
« condition of Saluaticn, ara that of Grace he would veuch ſafe 
x 0 accept it for perfett obedience,and inage it worthy to bee re- 
« Warded with exerlaitivg life, For by this dangerous errour 
the good pleaſure of God, and the merite of Jeſus Chriſt is 
encruated, and men ate turned through vnprofit»ble queſtis 
ons from the trueth of free Juſtification, and from the ſim= 
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plicitie of the Scriptures : And that ſentence of the Apoſtle 
accuted of falſchood, 2.Tim.1.9. God hath call-d vs by as 
holy calling, not acroraing to workes, but accords to bis owne 
purpoſe, and grace, whicia was gineu to vs in leſs ( hriſt tefure 

all tines, © I . 

Who teach, That in Elefiion to Fanh this condition ts for - « 
merly required, that arman vſc well the light of Natnre, and cc 
be a good or honeſt man humble, and diſp: ſed to eternaltbife ; as cc 
if Elett ion did after a ſort depend on theſe things, For this fa << 
uours of Pelagins his opinion, and too too openly taxes 
the Apolte of falſhood, when he ſaith, Ephel. 2.3.4.5.6.7. 
3.9. Weall heretofore linedin the lyſts of the fleſh, fulfilling the 
defires of the fleſh, ard of ov ewne thoughts, and were by na= 
ture children of wrath, «ſwell as others» But God wha ts vich 
in mercie, through his great loue, wherewith hee loued vs even 
at the time, when we were dead in our treſpaſſes hath quickened 
ws together w:th Chriſt, by the Grace of whom ye are ſaned; and 
hath raiſed vs wp together, and hath made vs (it tegether in 
heauenly places in Teſia Chriſt, ts the end he might ſhew in the 
ages to come the abunaaz;tly excellent riches of h1s Grace, by his 
kindnes towards vs in Ieſws { hiſt, Fer yee are ſaned through 
Grace by Faith, and that not of your ſelnes,it is the gift of God, 
Not by workes, to the intent none ſhould glorifie himſeife. 

V 


Who teach , T hat the Incomplete and not peremptorie Ele- © 
Tion of particular perſons to Saluation, ſuppoſeth a foreſight of © 
Faith, Connerſion, Holmeſſe, and Goalineſſe begun, or continue. © 
ed for a time; but that the complete and peremptorie Eleition ** 
ſuppoſes a fore-ſight of the finall perſeuerarce of Faith, Conuer- 
fron, Holineſſe,and Codlineſſe, And that herem lyeth that free © 
and Euangelieall dignitie, in reſpett whereof, he which 1 Ele © 
is more worthy th-n he which is not Eleft: And by conſequent, © 
that Faith and the obedierceof Fanh, Holineſſe, Godlmeſſe, © 
and perſeverance,are not fruits wr effets of an vuchangeable © 
eleftion to glory ; but conditions and cauſes , without which no © 
Elefttion can be made;the which conditions or cauſes are former - 
by required and foreſeene , a if _ were already fy in © 
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FO 
ther that are to be compleatly Elelcd, Vihich doftins vts 
teily crotieth the whole Scripture, which in diuers places 
beateth both into our cares and hearts fiuch and the like jc 1+ 
tences Rom. 9.1 2. Elebitin it not by warner ut by hin; r:hich 
ealleth, ARes 13443. eAli they which were ordained io eter 
ai life, beliened. Ephel. 1.4. He hath Eliited vs m him. 
fſelfe, to the end, we ſhould bz boly.Tohn I5-16. You het not 
oheſen me, bat Thane choſen you, Rom. 11.6. 1f it b2 by grace, 
then is it no more by workes» 1,Tohn 4.10. Herein is lone, not 
1at wee loued &G 04 , bet that hee loned US . aud bath ſent his 
SOnrse 
, # 
Who teach, That erery Eleftion to Saluation is not vn- 


* changeable, bat that ſome Eleit notwithitandmg what ſoeuer 


£c 
£ 


£6 


decree of God , may and dee periſh en:rla$tingly, By which 

groſſcerrour, they make God mutable, and ouerthroy the 

conſolation of the faichfull, rouchinghe NedfaRneſſe of 
tlicir Ele&tion, and contradi& ehe holy Scriptures , which 

teach, Mat. 24.24. That the Elett cannet be ſeduced, Toh 6, 

29. That Chrifi looſeth not thoſe , that are gineu vuto hins of 
his Father. Rom.$.29. That thoſe whom Ged hath Prelefti. 

nated,called, inf :fied,thoſe he doth alſo glorifie, 

VII 


Who teach, That during thus life, there ts no fruit , nay 


ic ſenſe, nor certaintic of an vachangeable Elettion to plorie, 


oe 


cc 


except # be (ſuch, asmay be grounded on a condition mutable 
and contingent , For beſides that it is an abſurditie to call 
that a certaintie which is vncertaine , it is alſo repugnant to 
theexperience of the Saints, who retoyce with the Apoſtle, 
at the ſenſe and feeling of their EleQion, while they celebrate 
tbis bleſſhng of Godz who with the _ Reioyce (accor- 
ding to Teltzs Chriſt his admonition) chat their names are 
written in heauen , Luk. 10. 20. Briefly wio oppoſe the 
ſenſe of their EleRion to the fierie darts of the diuels temp- 
rations, demanding , who ſball bring in any ac crſation againſt 
the Ektt of God? Rom,s. 32. 


VIIE 


IT. 
VIIL 
Who teach, Th:t Grd did not of his owne meers aud inſs © 
wil! deoree to leave ary one inthefallof Adam, and the com- ** 
mon eftate of frane ard condemnation, or t9paſſe by them inthe © 
Communicatts24 of Trace nee zry to farth and conntrſiox, For © 
this remaines firms, Rom. 9,18. Hee hath mercy, on whons- 
he will have mrcy nnd hardeneth whom he will. Againe, Mar. 
3-IT. Toyo it ts girten to kzow the ſecrets of the kingdome of 
heantn : but to them it is not ginen. Againe, Mar. 11.25.26; 
IT thanke thee-O Father, Lord of heanen and earth , that thou 
haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and vnderitanding, and hf? 
reaciled them to little children : It is ſo O Father , foraſmuch 
as ſuch wa thy good pleaſure. 


Who teach, That the cauſe wherefore God ſends the Goijel «. 


to one Nation rather then to another , s not onely and meerely «« 
the good pleaſure of God : but becauſe one Nation 5 better and cc 
more worthy then another', wnto which the Goſpel t not Com «6 
muncated, For Moſes gaine-ſayeth it,{peaking thus to the 
people of Iſrael : Deurt, 10.14.15. Behold the heanens, and- 
the heaten of heauens belong wntai the Lord thy God: the earth 
alſo and all that is init : But the Lord hath ta\en pleaſire in 
thy fathers onely, for to lone them; and hath cho {en their poite= 
ritie after them,to vvit,you, from among all people, as appeareth 
this day. And Ieſus Chriſt, Mat:11.21- Woe-vnto thee Cox 
razin,uvvoe unto thee Bethſaida: Far rf m Tyre and Sidou theſe 
mightie workes had beene done , which hane beene done inthe 


midſt of you , they had long ſince repented in ſackcloth and aſver.. 


\ 
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CHAP. II. 
Ofchedeath of Jeſus Chrift,and mans Re- 


demptionthereby, 


The I. eAvticle. 
"$— 's not onely moſt mercifull,but-alſo moſt iult, And 


is iuſtice requireth (according as he hath revealed him= 

felfe in his word) rhat our ſinnes committed againſt his infi- 

nite Maicſtie ſhould be puniſhed , not only with temporall, 

bur alſo with cternall patnes,both in body & ſonle;the which 

aines we cannot eſcape, vnleſſe there be latisfation made to 
the iuſtice of God. 

IT. 
Now becauſe it was not in our power to make ſatisfai- 


en of our ſ{clues,nor to deliuer our ſelues from the wrath of 


God : God through his vameaſurable mercy gaue ys his on- 
ly Sonne for a pledge; who was made Sinne, anda Curſe yp- 
on the Croſſe, for ys,0r in our fteede; that ſo he might ſatisfic 
for vs. | 

| III. 

This death of the Sonne of God, is the only and moſt per= 
fe ſacrifice and ſatisfaction for finnes , of an infinite price & 
value ; which aboundantly ſufficerh to expiate the finnes of 
the whole world, 

IV. 

And this death is therefore of ſo great worth and value 
bothbecauſe the perſon that ſuffered it,is'not onely true man, 
and perfeAly holy , bur alſo the only Sonne of God,of the 
fame eternall and infiniteefſence w:th the Father and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt;ſach as our Saviour ought to be : And ſecondly,be- 
cauſe his death was ioyned with the ſenſe and feeling of the 
_— and curſe of God , which we by our ſinnes had deler- 
ved: 

Fute 


T2. 
V, 

Furthermore the promiſe of the Goſpell is, that whoſoe= 
ver belieuerh in Teſus Chriſt crucified, ſhould not periſh, bur 
bave everlaſting life 2 which promiſe ought to be propoun- 
dei} and declared indifferemly to all Nations and perſons, 
vn'o whom God according te his good pleaſure ſends the 
Goſpe!l ; and that with'commandement of Repencance and 
Faiih, 


VI. 

And whereas many that are called by the Goſpell, repent 
nor,ncither belecue in Teſus Chriſt, bur periſh in Infidelirie; 
This c -mes ot to paſſe through any defe& or inſufficiencie 
of the ſacrifice of Ieſus Chriſt offered ypon the Croſſe, bur 
through their owne fault, 

VII. 

But for as much as ſome there are, who truely beleeue,and: 
are dejiycred and ſaved from (inne and perdition by the death 
of Icſi's Chiilt,this benefit proceedes from the meere Grace 
of Go which he oweth not to any , and hich was given 
them from all eternitic in Ieſus Chriſt, | 


VIII. 

Eor ſuch was the moſt free counſeli, and moſt fayourable 
will and Inte:ition of G ad the Father, thet the wholeſome & 
quickning e{icacie of the moſt precious death of his Sonne 
ſhould be exrended to all che Ele, forto giue them alone 
Iuſtilying faith, and thereby to briag the a infallibiy to Sal= 
vation : That is,it was Gods will, that Teſus Chriſt by the 
bloud of the Crofle , whereby he confirined the new Covye- 
nant,ſhou!d redeeme effectua.ly 21] thoſe, and no other, from 
among every people ,nation,cnd language;who from all cter-- 
nit'e were eleed to Salvation, and were given ynmto him of 
his Fatherzthat he ſho1i11 2iue them Foirn, which, as all other. 
gifts alſo of the Holy Ghoſt, he purchaſed for : hem by. his 
death : that kee ſhould purge them by his bloud from ail 
Ginnes,Origin?'l, and Actuall, committed either before or af. 
ter Faith recciued ; that hee ſhould keepe tliem faithfully ro- 

| the. 
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the ende; and finally thathe ſhouid make themappeare be- 
forc him glorious without ſpot or blemiit:, 

| IX, 

This counſell procceding from tie ecernall loue of Gol 
cowards the Ele&, hath mightily beene accompliſhed ever 
fince the beginning of the world to this preſent time , the 
gates of Hell having oppoſed it all in vaine; and ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed alſoin the times to come : yea in ſuch fort, as the 
Elect in their due time ſhalbe gathered into one, and there 
ſhall bee ill a Church of belcevers-founded on the bloud of 
Teſus Chriſt; the which (hal conſtantly loue this her Saviour, 
whoas a Bridegroometfor his Spouſe, laid downe his hfe on 
the Crofſe forher; the which alſo ſhall perſevere in ſerving 
him,and ſhall celebrate and magnific him bottlvhere and euer 
hereafter. 


A Reicction of Errours. 


The true doEtrine being Expounded , the Sys 
ned rejefteth the errours of thoſe, 


- 
oP V Ho teach, that God the Fathey deſtined his Soune to 


6c the death of the Croſſe, withont any certaine and de- 
« finite purpoſe to ſaue ary one by name; ſo a1 the neceſſity, profite, 
« and dignitie or worth of the Impetration made by the death of 
« Jeſus (brift might bee ſafe, and perfit in all parts,compleat ,ful, 
<« and entire, albeit the redemption thereby obtained, had never 
been altrally applyed to any one particular . For this dorine 

is iniurious to the wiſdome of God the Father,andt6 the me= 
re ofTeſus Chrift , and contrary to rhe Scripture, For ſee 
what our Saviour faith, Toh.10.15 27.1 lay downe my life for 
wy ſheepe, and I know them, And the P ropher E/ay ſaith of the 
Saviour, Eſay 5 £: 10.:eAfter that he ſhall hane laid aowne - 
"PE 
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life for an oblation for finne he (hall [te th: ſe of (his ) peſteritie, 
he ſhallprolong his daies, ara the g0cd plea ſure of the Lord ſhall 
profper in his hand : Brieflie , it cleane overthrowes alſo that 
Article of our Creede, whereby we belecue the Church, 
II. | 
Who teach , that the ſee or end of Teſs Chriſt his death 5: 
w4s not effeiluallie to ratifie the n:w covenant of grace by his 5» 
blend,but onely to purchaſe to his father a naked right, whereby 3 
he might againe cotralt with men ſome covenant whatſoever it ,, 
ſhould be whether of grace, or of workes , Which is repugnant 
to the Scripture, which teacherh, Heb.7.2 2.7 hat Te{us Chriſt 
was made the pledge cf mediatonr of a more excellent to wit,the 
new Teftament. Againe Heb.g.15.17, A teſtament is then on- 
ly of force when the parties are dead , 
-": "Mb 
Who teach, that Iefres ( briit by his ſatisfattion, hath not ,, 


"afſuredly merited for any one Saluation it ſ[celfe, and faith, wher- ,, 


by that ſatisfattion of Teſius. Chriſt might be applyed effettually ,, 
ro ſaluation : but that he hath only purchaſed to the Father a ,, 
power,or plenary will to treate anew with men, avid topreſcr:be ,, 
them new conditions, ſuch as he would, the fulfillmg whereof was ,, 
ro depend »n mans free-will, and therefore that it might haue ,, 
come to paſſethat either all men,or none at ail ſhould fulfill them. ,, 
For theſe thinke too baſely of the death of Ieſus Chiiſt , not 
atiall acknowledging the principall fruit or benefite purcha- 
ſed thereby , and fetch from hell againe the errour of Pela- 
guns, | : 
ITIL, 

Who teach, that this new covenant of Graceswhich Ged the ,, 
Father hath cotratted with men by the interventio of the death ,, 
#f leſs Chrift,con/iiteth not m this, that we are inilified before ,, 
Ged,and ſaved by fauh,in as much as it apprehenaeth the merite ,, 
of eſis Chrit : but in thisthat the exattion of the perfett abe> ,, 
dience of the Law,being aboliſhed, God acconnteth fiith it felfe ,, 
ard the impirfelt obedience of faith for a perfett obedience of the ,, 
Lew,and of meere grace efteemeth it wirthy to be rewarded with ,, 
eternal tife,For theſe commadiet We 95 -Rom.3.23-24. ,, 
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Being inftified F eely by nts grace, by the redemption which i in 
Teſu C hriſt, whom from all eternity G od ordained for a propiti- 


ation by faith in his bloud . And with prophane Sotinus they 


bring in a new and ſtrange iuſtification of man before God, 
contrary to the common cenſent and iudgment of the whole 
Church. 


ic Whoteach,that all men are admitted into the ſkate of recog « 
©c Ciliation, to the grace of the eoncnant fo 45 not any one ts ſub 
© tetÞ to condemnation, or ſhall bee condemned for original ſinne, 
«« but that all are generally exempted from the guilt of the ſzid fin, 
For this opinion is repugnant to the Scripture , which affir= 
 meth,Epheſ.2.3.that we are by nature children of wrath. 


«« wWhowſe the diſtinition of Impetration,& Application, ther- 
« by to inſtill into the ſimple and ignorant, this opinion ; that G:d 
«« for his part, would equally beſtow vpon all men the benefits puy« 
« Chaſed by the death of Teſus Chriſt. Andwhereas ſome rather 
« then others,are made partakers of remiſſion of finnes and life e« 
« verlafting, that this difference dependeth on their owne freewill, 
cc applying it ſelfe to that grace which ts offered indiffer ently ; bur 
«c that it dependeth net wpon any ſingular gift of mercy that works 
« effeftually tr them, rather then in others, for to apply themſelues 
therevnto:For ſeeming to propoſe this NiſtinCtion in a good 
ſenſe,they go about to drench the people with the pernicious 
poylon of Pelagianiſme. 
-  VI1L 
«© Who teach;thar Teſiu Chritt neither could, neither ought, 
«© neither did die for them whom God loued beftre moſt tenderly, 
© and had elelted to eternal ife.in as much as ſuch had no need of 
the death of Teſus Chriſt. For they contradict the Apoſtle, 
who ſaich,Gal:2.20. ({ hriſf loued mee, and gaue himſelfe foy 
wmee.Rom.8.3 3. Who ſhall bring in any accuſation againſf the 
eleft of God?It s Ged which inftifieth. Who ſhall condemne? It is 
Chrift which « dead,(to weet)for them: alſo they contradi& 
our Saviour, who faith;Ioh. 10.1 5+ 1 /ay downe my life for my 
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| ſreepe. Againe,Toh.1 5.1 2.1 3.7 his 5s my commandement that 
ee lone one another,as I hane lozed you. None hath yu_ inue 


then thu ,(to weet) when one layeth down his life for his friends, 


CHAP. III. 


Ofthe Corruption of man, his Converſion 
ro God, and the manner thereof 


The firt eArticle. 


M@a in the beginning was created after the image of 


Gad, and adorned in his vnderſtanding with the true 
| and ſaving knowledge of his creatour, & of ſpirituall things, 
4 with righteouſneſle in his heart and will, with puritie inall 

| his affe&tions ; yea hee was perfetly and entirely holy : bue 

- turning himſelfe from God,through the inſtigation of the Di. 

p vell,and by his owne free will , he deprived himlſelte of theſe 

Y excellent gifts, and contrarywiſe inſteede thereof, drew on 

: himſelfe, blindneſſe, horrible darkneſſe, vanity,and perverfitic 

s "of iudgement in his vnderſtanding; malice, rebellion, & hard- 

s | neſſe in his heart and will, and cherewithall, impuritie in'all 

. his affections. __ 

S . 

Now, ſuch as man was after the fall,ſuch children begate 

he,to wit,himſelfe corrupted,children corrupted,corruprion, 


p by the iuſt iudgement of Ged, being derived from Adam yn- 
k toall his poſterity, excepting Iefus Chriſt alone,and that not 
f by imitation(as heretofore the Pelagians would haue it) but 
b by propagation of a corrupted nature. 

w | | III. 

7e Whence it commeth to paſle,that all men are conceivedin 
” Sinne,and borne children of wrath, vnprofitableto all ſaving 
C4 good,enclined to evill, dead in finne,and ſervants of fin . And 
zy without the Grace of the regenerating ſpirit , they neither 
po will, nor can returne to God, nor corre& their deprayed na= 
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ture,nor diſpoſe themſclues rowards the amendment of it, Y | 


I1 zl. 

True itis , that after the fall there remained in man ſome 
light ofnature , by meanes whereof hee ſtil] retaineth ſome 
knowledge of God, and of riaturall things, hee diſcernerh be- 
twixt honeſtie and diſhoneſt ce, and ke.neih ro have a litcle re- 
gard andcare of yertve a” d outward diſciptine , Bur fo farre 
is it, that by this light of nature he can come to the ſaving 
knowledge of God,and covert him{elic ro Him, that even 
in things natur2ll and civiil he vſeth it no: aright, bur rather, 
as little as'it is, abu'eth and defileth it diverſe waies, & with= 
holds it in yarighteouſneſſe, and ſo becommeth ;nexcuſable 


before God. GY , | 


Looke how it is with the hght of Nature, juſt ſo ir farech 


with the Decalogue , which God gaue particularly to the 
Jewes. For it diſcovereth indcede the gricvoaſnefle of ſinne, 
and more and more conyinceth man gz but foraſmuch as it af= 
fordeth no remedie, nor giveth any ability to ger out of that 
miſcrie,8& ſo being weak through the fleſh, leaveth the tranſ- 
grefſour in the Curſe,it 1s impoſſible, that by it, man ſhoulde 
obraine ſaving grace, 
V1, 

Wherfore, what neither the Light of Nature, nor the Law 
could doe, that God effecteth by the power of the Holy Spi- 
rit.by meanes of the Word, or the miniſterie of Reconciliati= 
on, that is, by the Goſpell of the Meſſias, whereby ir pleaſed 
| God to faue beleevers aſweil vnder the Old, as the New Te- 
ſtament. VII. 

God manifeſted this ſecret of his Will ts fewer perſons 
vrder the Old Teſtament , but ſince vnder the New Teſta- 
ment the difference of Nations is taken away, he now mani= 
felterh it vnto more , The reaſon of which diſpenſation wee 
ought notto attribute tothe dignity or worth of one Nation 
aboue another , or becauſe it maketh better vſe of the Light 
of Nature,but to the good picaſure of God , which is moſt 
free, & to his vndeſeryed loue, And therefore they on yhom 
: {a 
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ſo great Grace hath beene ſhewed, aboie and contrariers all 
deiert, ought to recognize 1t in humility-of beart'with thank(- 
giving, Ard the reſt, vnto whom this Grace hathnotyet been 
ſh-wed, they ought to adore with the Apoſtle the ſeverity & 
iult ce of Gods judgments, bur not curiouſly to ſound them. 

Fur''ermore,as many 2s are called by the Goſpell,are cal. 
ted in good earneſt, For Gud ſhewes in; £906, carneft and 
TT rryely (and ſincerely) by his word wharis'pleafing vnts 
hin, namely that they which are called ſhould come vnto- 
hit: 2 :1ſo he promiſeth in goodearneft, to all that come, and 
bcleve inhim,reR vnto their ſoules, and life everlaſting, : -- 

| WP I X, vc? 59 

And whereas many that are called by the miniſtrie of the 
Goſp: 1, come not, nor are converted, the fault is not in the 
Goſpell, nor in Ieſus Chriſt offered by the Goſpell, nor in: 


God, who by the Goſpell calleth them,and withall beftowes: 


many g:fts vpon them-:- but in thoſe themſtlues which are: 
called; whereof ſome through their ownecarcleſneflo recejue: 
not the word of life; cthers receiue it indeede, but not within 
their hearts,and therefore after ſome light ioy of a temporall* 
faith, they fall backe againe'; - others through the thornes of 
cares, & ihreugh the pleaſures of this world choike the ſeede 
of the word, and bring forth no fruit, according as our Savi= 
our teacherh inthe parrble of the ſeede, at. ;. 


\ But whereas others being called by the miniſterie of the 
Golpell doe come, and are converted, that is vot to beartri- 
buted vato the man, as if hee by his owne free will made hm- 
ſelfe differ froms others , heh, are aljo furniſhed with like, or 
(at leaſt) with ſufficient grace , to beliens and bee converted; 
(as the prowde herefie of Pel2gms mainetaineth. ) But vnto 
God, who as he hathel-Reed his from all eternity in Chriſt, . 
ſo lice cals themeffe Guallyin their due rimes , giues them - 
faith and repentaunce , and having delivered them from the- 


power of darknefie , tranſports —_ into the: Te” 
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his Sonne ; to theend rhat they ſhould declare the yertues of 


him,whe hath called chem from darkneſle to his marveilous 
light;and-that they ſhould glory,not in themſelues, bur in the 
Lord, as the Apoſtolique writings witneſle in divers & ſun- 
driec places, _ 


- Moreover, when God executeth this his good pleaſure in 
theEle&,or, when he converts them, he doth not onely pro- 
cure,that the Goſpell be outwardly preached , neither only 
mightily enlightens their ynderſtandings by the Holy Spirit, 
comake them vnderftande and diſcerne aright the things of 
the ſpirit of God: bur by the efficacy of the ſame ſpirit of re- 
generati6,he piercethinto the inmoſt parts of man, he opens 
the hart,that was ſhur,he ſoftens the heart, that was hard ,he 
circumciſerh the foreskinne of the heart, ſheds new qualities 
in the will,and cauſcthrit,of dead,to become living ; ofevill, 
good;of not-willing, willing ; . of ſtubborne, obedient; hee 
workes in it,and ſtrenghthens it, to the end , that, as agood 
tree, it may bring forth "oa 
Fe I, 

This,lo is that Regeneration ſomuch ſpoken of in Scrip- 
ture,that Renovatien, thatnew Creation, that raiſing from 
the dead, & Vivification, which God worketh in vs without 


*pithmt a- Vs» And it is notefteed by the deftrine alone, bearing on 
wy cooperati- the eare, nor by morall perſwafion, induced by perſwaſiue 
onef ours, reaſons,nor by any ſuch kinde of operation , whereby, after 


God hath done his part, it ſtill remaines in the power of man 
to be regenerated, or not to bez'to be, ornot to be converted. 
No,it is an operation wholy ſupernaturall , moſt effeuall, 
and withal, moſt ſweet,admirable,ſecrer, and ineffable, which 
according to the Scripture ( that was inſpired by the Author 
of this operation ) in reſpedtt of efficacie, is nothing inferiour 
to creation, or the reſurre&ion from the dead: (o as all they, 
in whoſe hearts God worketh after this admirable faſhis, are 
certainely,infallibly,and effeQually regenerated, & doe aQu- 
ally bclicuc, And then indeede the will being now renewed, 


ts 


2T. 
is not only impelled and moved of Gad, but being moved of 
God,it workerh allo it ſelfe : and therefore one may wel ſay, 
thar, Man himlſelte believerh and repentech, by-meanes of the 
Grace, which he hath received... . 

XIII. 

The faithfull,during this life,cannot fully. comprehend the 
maner of this operation ; and yet in the meane time reft well 
contented, inaimuch as they know & feele,that by this Grace 
of God, they do frem their hearts belicue and loue their Sa- 
viour. XIIITL. | 

So then, Faith is the gift of God, not becauſe itis offered by 
God to mans free will : but becauſe it is in deede and in:effett 
conferred infþired,and infuſedinto man . Againe,not becauſe 
God giveth only a power to beliene, and then afterward ex- 


pets, thatmans Will conſenc thereynto or belicuec indeede: 


but becauſe he which worketh both to will, and todoe, yea 

which worketh all in all , effeeth in.man both a will to be« 

leue,and beliefe it ſelfe. ; 
' XV. 

God oweth not this Grace to any. For what may He owe 
to him, that can giue nothing firſt, that it might be repaide 
him againe? yea what can He owe to him, that hath nothing 
of his owne but finne, and leaſing > Wherefore he that recei= 
yeth this Grace,ought, yea aud doth alſo yeeld eternal thanks 
to God for it : he thatreceiveth it not', either he hath no re= 
gard of theſe ſpiricua!l things , and pleaſeth himlelfe in that 
whichs his owne : or re:chlefle as he is, boaſteth in ya.ne of 
having that which hee hath not. Now concerning: thoſe 
which outwardly mak? profeſſioa of the fairh, and amende 
their ues, we muſt both judge and ſpeake the beſtyaccording 
to the example of the Apoltle:;for whar is in their hearts isto 
ys vnknowae . And for others vvhich are not yet called, yve 
are to pray vnto God , vyho<aketh things that are nor,as if 
they vvere : but in no hand may vve ſvyel vvith pride againſt 
then ,as if yye our {clues had _— our {clues to differ, 
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Now,as by the fal,man ceaſed not to be man,endied with 
will and vnderſtanding , and finne that ovyerſpread all man« 
kinde, aboliſhed not thenarure of mankinde, but depraved it 
only, and killed it ſpiricually :; Sorhis C:yine Grace of Rege= 
neration workethnot inmen, as in logs, or ſtockes of trees, 
neither doth it take away the will and its proper: ics,nor force 
or conſtraine it againſt its owne liking,burt fpiritually enliue- 
neth,healeth,correReth and boweth it, no lefſe ſweetly, then 
mightily,to the end chat where formetly the rebellio:1 & re- 
ſiftance of the fleſh did wholy .domineere , now the prompr 
and fincere obedience of the ſpirit may begin there to raigne; 
in which very point, the true and ſpiritual reeflabliſhment && 
freedomeof our will confifteth . And were it not:that this 
admirable Worker of all geod,didply vs in maner aforeſaid, 
there were no hope left vnto man, that he ſhould raiſe him- 
ſelfe our of the fail by free will, by which, when he Rood y p= 
right, he threw himlelfe headlong into perdition, | 

XVII. . | 

Alſo,as the almighty operation of God, whereby he pro 
duceth and ſuſtaincth this our naturall life,excluderh not, but 
rather requiceth thevſe of the meanes, by which God accor- 
ding to his infinite wiſdome,and goodnefie, is pleaſed to diſ- 
play this his power : even fo, the foreſaid fupernaturall ope- 
ration of God,byq which he regenerateth vs, excludethnor, 
nor any way overthrowerh the yſe of the Goſpell, which the 
all wiſc God hath ordained, to be the ſeed of Regeneration, 
and the food -of the ſoule . Wherefore as the Apoltles, and 
DoRours,which followed taem,did piouſly inſtruc the pes 
ple concerning this Grace of God, to his glory, and tothe a« 
baſing ofall(humane)pride, and yet in the meane while neg. 
leed not to hold them ſtil, by their holy admonitions ofthe 
Goſpell,to the exerciſe of the word, Sacraments, and diſci- 
pline : $0,God forefend ,/ that they which teach and learne in 
the Church, ſhould prefume to tempt God , by ſeparating 
thoſe things, which He accorciag to his good pleaſure,would 
haue moſt Rraightly ioyned togither, For Grace is conferred 


by 


23. 
by admonitions , and the more readily we doe our duety the 
moreevident is the benefit of God working i1 vs, and then 
doth his bufinefſe proceede moſt happyly . To which God, 
all the glory both of the meanes,and of their fruit, and ſaving 
efficacie,is due for eyer and'ever. eAmen. 


A Reref7ion of Errours. 


The true doQtrine being expeunded,the Synode 
rejeQcth the Errours of thoſe, 


I. 
V V Ho teach, that it cannot be ſaid properly, that origi- ,, 
nalvSimne 65 of it ſelfe ſufficient to condemns all man- ,, 


kinae, or to merit both temporall and eternal puniſhment . For ,, 
they contradit the Apoſtle, who faith, Rom.5.1 2. By one 
man alone ſinne entred into the world, and by finne death : and 
ſo death came vpon all men, inaſmuch as all haxe ſinned. And 
verſe 16.The guilt is of one offence alone to condemnation « As 
gaine, Rom.6.2 3.T he wages of ſinne us death, 


IT. 

Who teach, that Ffirituall gifts,or good habitndes and ver- 
twes(ſuch as are, goodneſſe holyneſſe, righteonſneſſe, ) could hane ,\ 
no place in mans will, when he was firit created; & by conſequent ,\ 
that they could not be loft in the fall .«For this direRly thwar-,, 
teth the deſcription of the image of God, which the Apoſtle 
maketh, Epheſ.4.24. Where he deſcribes it by righteouſneſle 
and holynefſe, which yertues certainely haue their ſcats in the 
will. | 

I11. 

VVhorteach, that ſprrituall gifts were not ſeparated from ,, 
the will of man in the fprrituall death , ſince that in i ſelfe was ,, 
nevcr Corrupted, but kmaeredvonly by darknes of the vunaerſtan- ,, 
ding and unralineſſe of the affeitions:, which hinderances being ,, 
removed,the will is able 10 make v(e of its libertie, which toitzs ,, 

D nates ,, 
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© raturall;that is, it i; of it ſelfe able eith:y to will and chooſe , or 


«c 


v In tie 
Freacy it 15 


24, 


#0: towill 4nd chooſe any good propoſed unto it,This is new and 
erconeous,tending to nothing bur toexalc the power of free 
will,contrary to the laying of che Propher, Ieremy 17.9. The 
heart is wily,and Jefprrately evill abone all things. And that of 
the Apoſtle, Ephe. 2-}. Anmng whom (children of © Rebellion ) 


by millake of w2 all conver ſed 1nce in the luits of the fl:ſb fulfilling the deſires 
the Printer, of che fleſh,and »f our thoughts. 
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ITIL. 

VVho teach,that a mn not regenerate, not totally & pro= 
perly in Sin, or deſFitnte of all pow+r concerning Siritu all good, 
but that he can hunger and thirFt after righteouſneſſe and 1fe, 
axd can offer vnto God the ſacrifice of a contrire and broken $þ1. 
rit, ſuch as may be acceptable vnto him. For theſe things con- 
trary the plaine teſtimonies of Scripture, Ephe. 2.1.5 .Tewere 
dead in your treſp iſſes and ſinnes. And,Gen.6.4.8 8.21.Every 
imagination of the thoughts of the heart of men ts nothing elſs 
bu: evill at all times. Adde hereto, that to hunger and thirſt af< 
ter liſe,and ro be delivered from miſery;«& to offer vnto God 
the ſacrifice ofa broken ſpirit, is proper to the «regenerate, 
Pſal.51.19 And of thoſe that are called happy. Mar.y.6, 


V'Vho teach, rhat a corrupt and naturall man may ſo well 
ſe common Grace (whereby they wnderſtand the light of Na- 
ture or the gifts which remaine(m him)after the fall that by the 


good ſage thereef, he may by degrees and little by little abtaine 


greater grace,to wit, E vangelicall and ſaving arace, yea CF ſal- 
vation it ſclfe : And that by this m:anes, God for his part ſhew- 


& «th himſelfe ready to reveale Teſus Chriſt co all. foraſmuch as he 
«< affordet h unto all, ſufficiently and efficaciouſly the meanes neceſ= 


© [ary to the Revelation of leſus Chriſt , and to faith and repen- 


cc 


tance. For that this is ;alle, beſides the-exp:rience of al times, 


the Scripture witneſſerh : P/a/.72 47.19.20, He declareth his - 


words to [acob,and his atutes & ordinances to [{raell, be hath 
wot done ſo to all nations, and therefore they know n1t his ordi- 


nances, AR 14.16. In times paſt God ſuffered all nations to. 


walke 


A = Pa ww ”" — R_-” Oo = a IA 


25» 

walke in tteir owne waies. AS. 16.6.7. It was forbidden them, 
(to wit, Pax/and his companions)by the holy GhoFt to preach 
the wordineAfia; comming therefore to Myſia they aſſayed te 
goe into Bithynia,but the ſpirit («t Telus) permitted them not. 

V'Vho teach.that in the true converſion of a man , it carnot »» 
be that God ſhould poure into his will new qualities , habits, or 5» 
gifts : Therefore the fauth,by which we are firſt converted. and 5» 

rem which we are named faithfull, ts not a qualitie or gift ixfu- 53 
fed by God,but ently a bare atlion of man; And that u cannot o- »1 
therwiſe be called a gift, then in regard alone of the p:wer which »» 
& man hath te attame therevnto , For theſe things comrad:& »» 
the holy Scriptures,which reſtife, That God ſheddes in our 
bearts new qualities of faich, obedience, and the feeling ofhis 
loue. ler. 34-3 3.1 willput my law w thin them, and will write it 
in their heart. Eſ.44.3.1 will ponre forth waters vpon him that 
ts a thirft, and rivers vpon the ary grennd: [will ponre forth my 
ſpirit vpon thy OY Rom.5.5. The loue of Gods ſhedd in 
orr hearts by the holy ſpirit, 'which is ginen vnto vs. They are 
alſo repugnant to the perp=tuall praGiiſe of the Church, rhat 
prayes on this manner : lerem. 31.18, (onvert me O Lord, 
«1d [ ſhall be coverted. 

VII. 

VVhorteach,that the Grace whereby we are ronverted unto 5» 
God, nothing elſe but a ſweete perſwaſio; or(44 others expound »» 
it) that the moſt noble maner of working m the converſion of a »» 
1ran.and the moſt agreeable to the nature of man, us that wh:h »» 
% effefted by perſmaſions: And that nothing hinders,Fut that the » 
Grace which they tearme Moral(that u to ſay which 1swrought »» 
by per ſwaſine reaſons )may make a carnall man ſprritual;yea that »» 
God makes the will to conſent no otherwiſe, ſane only by this kind »» 
of perſwaſion : and that herein conſiſteth the whole efficacie of »» 
the divine operation , whereby he ſu: meunteth the operation of »» 
Satan,inaſmuch as God promiſeth eternall good:, Satan onely »» 
remporall.For this is pure Pelagianiſme, and contrary toall 
Scripture , the which beſide this kinde of operation in the 
D 2 cole 
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eonverfion ofa man, acknorwledgeth another over & aboue, 

to wit,rnat of tne Holy Spirit, much more eff=Ctuall and di- 

vine;as in the 36.chap.of Ezechiel,ver.26.1wil gine you a new 

heart, and will gine q new Spirit in the midſ? of you + and vill 

take away the fog of tone,and will gine an heart of fleſh,e+e. 
VIII. 


©. Whoteach,that in theregeneration of a man, God imployeth 
*© vot his almighty power in ſuch ſort, as that he mightily and in- 
© fallibly bends the will to beliene and to bee converted, but that 
* zotwithitanding all the aperations of Grace which God vſeth to 
*© the converſion of man yan may reſiſt God and the holy Spirit,e= 
** ven then when God purpoſeth and would regenerate him:& that 
"* oftentimes man reſiſteth in deed & effeft, ſo as he utterly hinde- 
* reth his owne regeneration : yea that it reſteth in his power to be, 
or n0t to beregenerated. Forthis is nothing elſe bur totake 

away from God the efficacie of his Grace inour Converſion, 


and to ſubie&the ation of God almighty tothe wil of man; 


and that contrarie to the Apoſtles, who teach : Epheſ.1.19. 
That wee beliene according to the efficacie of the pow:r of his 
might. And 2.,Theſſ.1.11.T hat Ged fulfilleth in vs, al the good 
pleaſure of his goodnes,and the worke of faith Miphtily. Againe 
2.Pet.1.3. That his Divine power hath gpven vs all whatſoe= 
ver appe”taineth to life and godlineſſe. 

| IX 


« Who teach, that Grace and Freewill are cauſes, that worke 
&« each their ſeverall part , and both concurre tegither in the firſt 
« point of converſion : e that Grace as 4 cauſe hath no precedence 
« tn order before the « fſicrencie or motion of the wil 1d eſt, that Ged 
« doth not effeitually arde mans wil to be converted, before the wil 
of man mooue and determinate it ſelfe.For the Ancient Church 
condemned this doctrine in the Pelagrians long 2goe , by the 
Apoltle,Rom.g.16.1t i neither of him that willeth,nor of hins 
that runneth but of God whoſheweth mercy, and, 1. Cor,q.7. 
Who puts a difference betwixt thee and another ? and what haſt 
theu,that thou haſt not reeeived? Againe, Phil.2.1 3.1t # God, 
which produceth in vs with efficacie both towil & to performe, 
according to hys good pleaſure. 
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27. 
CHAP. 1111: 


Ofthe perſeverance of the Saints. 
The firit eArticle. 


Hoſe whome God according to his purpoſe and decree, 
calls to the communion of his Senne our Lord Ieſts 
Chriſt, and regenerates by his holy Spirit, ke delivers from 
the dominion and thraldome of Sinne ; but not altogether 
trom the fleſb,and body of Sinne,during rhis life. | 


Whence it is, that we ſee dayly ſo many fins of Infirmity,. 


and that the beſt workes of the Saints haue their blemiſhes. 
Which continually furniſhes them with matter, of humbli 
themſelues before God, of having recourſe to Ieſus Chri 


crucified, of mortifying the fleſh more and more by the Spirit 
: of prayer,and by holy exerciſes of piety,of ſighing after i(and 


vehemently defiring)full perfection, yntill being difimpeſtred 
of this body of (inne , they reigne in heayen with the Lambe 
of Gold. 

ITT. 

By reaſon of theſe reliques of fin dwelling in vs, and the 
temptation of Satan and the world, thoſe which are conver= 
red,couldnor perſiſt in this grace, 1fthey were left to their 
owne ſtrength + But God is faithfull, who mercifully:con- 
firmes them in the grace, which he hath once giveathem, 
and mightily conſerues _ _ end, 

IiI. 


Now albeit this power of God fortifying and conſerving 


the truely fairt:fall in his Grace, be too great to be overcome. 
of the fleſh, yer they that are coverted, arenot alway ſo con- .. 


duRed and mooyed by God, but that they may by their own 
faulc turne afide in ſo-ne particular a&ions from the condu&k 
of Grace, & be ſeduced by the laſts of the fleſh to obey them. 
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VVherefore it bchoveth , they watch alwaies and pray that 
they be nor ledd into temptation; which if chey donor, they 
not only may be carryed away of th? fleſh,the world, and of 
Sathan into finnes, yea grievous and feareful finnes, bur ſome 
times they are ſo carried away by the juſt permifſion of God: 
As the dolcfull fals of David, Peter ,- and other holy perſons 
mentioned in the Scriprure doe ſufficiently proouc- 
V 


"Meane-while, by ſuch finnes they grievouſly offend God, 
make chemſclues guilty of death,gricue the holy ſpirit, inter= 
rupt the courſe of the exerciſe of fzith, moſt fearefully wound 
cheir conſciences, looſe for a while the ſenſe of Grace, vutill 
Gods fatherly viſage ſhine ypon them a new , when by car- 
neſt repentance, they returne againe into the right way, 

VI. 
For Gecd, who is rich in mercy, according to the vnchige= 
able purpoſe of Eletion, withdrawes not vttecly the Holie 
Spirit from thole that are his, no, not in their grievous fals, 


nor ſuffers them to fali ſo farre,as to looſe the grace ofadop- 


tion, and the Rate of juſtification, or to commit the fin vnto 
death (or that againſt the Holy Ghoſt ) and ſo being vtterly 


ferſaken ofhim, tocaft themſelues headlong into everlaſting 


perdirion, 
V1I. 

For in theſe fals God firſt conſerues in them this his im- 
mortal ſeed whereby they are regenerated, that it be not loſt, 
or wholy reieted, Then he renewes them truely and effeu- 
ally by his V Vord and Spirit,to the end, that they repent, and 
be grieved at heart and according to God,for their fins : that 
with a contrite and broken heart they deſire and obraine re- 
miſton inthe bloud ef the Mediatour by faith, that they feele 
againe the grace of God reconcil*d vnto them : that they a* 
dorehis mercies and faichfulnes, that for the future, hey more 
carefully worke our their ſalvarion with feare and trembling. 

VIII. 

Sothen itis not by their merits, nor ſtrength, but by the 

wh | | | free 
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| free mercy.of 'God, that they doe not wholy.looſe faith and 


grace, nor continueand periſh finally in theirfals : which nor 


only might eaſily come ro paſſe, but would alſo doubtleſle in 


reſpe& of themſelues : bur in reſpeR of God it cannot poſſi- 
bly be,foralſmuch as his counſaile cannor change,nor his -1 


mile faile., nor the calling according to purpoſe be revoked, 
tr the merit,interceſſion and preſervation of Ieſus Chriſt be- 
annulled , nor the ſcale of the holy ſpirit be made vaine or a- - 


boliſhed. 
I'X. | 
Touching this preſervation ofthe Ele& vnto ſalyation, & 


the perſeverance of the truely faithfull in faich , the fairhfull - 
them{clues may be,and are aſſured according to the meaſure - 
of faich,whe.cby they belicue for moſt certaine that they are 


and ever ſhall continue true 8& liuely members of the church, 


and that. rhey haue rhe remiſſ1on of all their fins, and lifeeyers - 


laſting. 
x 


And therefore this certainety growes not from any parti- 
cular revelation over and aboue & befidethe word, bur pros- - 


ceeds from faith in Gods promiſes , which hee hath moſt a- 


bundantly revealed in his word tor our conſolation : & from - 
the tellimonie of the holy [pirit who beares witnes with our - 


ſpirit thar we are the children of God,8& beires.Rom. 8.16.17, 


Finally, from an earneſt and holy ſtudy of a good conſcience- 


andot good workes . And if the ele& of God were deſtitute 
inthe preſent world of this ſolid conſolation, that they ſhall 


obtaine the victorie, and of this infallible earneſt of eternall :: 


glory zthey were then of all En as miſerable. . 


Meane while the ſcripture teſtifieth, - that the faithful du«- 
ring this I-fe are to fight againſt divers doubts of the fleſh,and : 


that then when they are afflicted with. grievous temptations, 


they doe not alway feele in-themſelues this ful conſolation of : 
faith,and this certainety of perſeverance : but God the father + 


cfall conſolation ſuffers rhe nor to be. tempted beyond their. 
ſtrength, 


ZO. 
zth, but with the temptation , giveth ſuch anifſuerhar 
they are able to abideir. !.Cor.1 9.13. And by the holy ſpirit 
doth againe awaken in them the certainety of perſeverance, 
XII. 

Now ſo farre is it, that this certainety of perſeverance 
ſhould make the truely faithfull prowd, and plunge them in- 
tocarnall ſecurit'e,thar rather it is the true roote of humilicie, 
of filiall reverence,of true piety, of patience in all conflicts & 
combats,of ardent praiers,of conſtancie vnder the croſſe, and 
in the confeſſion of the truth,and(laſtly) of ſolid ioy in God: 
ſo that the conſideration of this benefit is to them a ſpurre to 
incite them ynto a ſerious and continual exerciſe of thankful - 
nefſe and good works, as appeareth by the teſtimonies of the 
Scripture,and by the examplesof the Saints. 

XIII. 

” Alfo when the aſſurance of perſeverance begins to reviue 
in them that are raiſed from ſome fall, it begets not in them a 
careleſneſſe or negle& of piety, but rather a farre greater care 
heedfully to obſerue the waies of the Lord, which are there- 
fore prepar'd that walking therein they may retaine the cer- 
tainty of therr perſeverance, for feare leaſt abuſing his father- 
ly kindnes,Gods favourable countenance (the contemplation 
whereof is ſweeter to the faithful then life, and the privation 
more bitter then death ) turne not againe from them,and ſo 
they fall into more grievous afflitions of minde, 

XIIII. | 

And as it hath pleaſed God to beginne in vs by his Grace 
this his work, by the preaching ofthe Golpel; even ſohe pre- 
ſcrues,continues, and accompliſhes it,byjthe hearing,reading, 
exhortations,threatnings, and promiles of the ſame Goſpell, 
as alſo by the vſe of the Sacraments. 

XV. 

This deQrine of the perſeverance of the truely faithfull 8 
holy,8& ofthe certainty thereof, which God hath moſt abun- 
dantly revealed in his word, to the glory ofhis owne name, 

and to the conſolation of godly ſoules,and which he imprints 
| | in 


37. 
in the hearts ofthe faithful,is ſuciy;Thar the fleſh truely come 
prehends it not,Satan hates ir,the world laughes at ir, the ig- 
norant and hypocrits abule it,and the erroneous fight againſt 
jt - But yet ſoit is , That the Spouſe of Jeſus Chriſt hath al- 
way moli ardeiitly loved it, and mainetained it conſtantly, as 
a treaſure of ineſtimable value : which God alfo will ſce rhat 
it ſhall continue co doe, againſt whomno counſell nor force 
can prevail, To which God alone the Father Sonne and 
holy Ghoſt bc honour aud glory forever and ever. eAmer. 


CAreztedtien of Erronurs. 


The true do&rine being thus expounded, the Sy- 
node rejecterth the errours of thoſe, 
; 
Vz teach, that the perſenerance of the truly faithful, 


& r0t an effett of elelt10,or a gift of Godpurchaſed by | 
the death of Teſs Chriſt; But that it is a condition of the new co- , 
venant, which man before hu eleftion and peremptory Inftifica- , 


t20n(as they call it 2nght to accompliſh by bis owne free will.For 
the holy ſcripture teſtifieth , That it commeth from cleQion, 
and that it is given the Ele& by vertue of the death, reſurre- 
Qion,and interceſſion of Ieſus Chriſt, Rom. 1 1 .7.T he Elettion 
hath obtained it,and thereft are hardened, Againe, Rom. 8.21. 
3243 3-34- He which fared not his own Son,but delivered him 
wp for vs all, how ſhall he not gine vs alſo all things with him? 
Who will bring in any accuſation againſt the'elelt of God? Iris 
God that mitifies,who ſhall condemne? It s Chrift that is dead, 
and, that more #,which is raiſed againe, who alſo ts at the right 
hand of God , and who himſelfe maketh requeſt for vs.1Who ſhall 
ſeparate vs from the lone of Chriſt? Shall oppreſſion,or anguiſh, or 
perſecution,or famine, r nakedneſſe,or perill,or ſword? Nay,m al 
theſe things we are more then conqueronrs by hin that hath lo- 
ved vs, fc. Ih, | 


| Whorteachythat God indeed provides the faithful ma of ſuf- ,, , 
ficient ftrength to perſevere,and that he is ready to preſerne / 9 | 
; E ms, 
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32. 
« him if hs d1th hi duzty: Nevertheleſſs that all things being put 
c wh ch are neceſſary for pe-ſeverance m fart, and the which God 
« w:ll impoy for the preſervation *f it; It fil dependeth 21 the free+ 
&« dome of 1.195 will to perſevere or nit 79 perſevere. For this ſen= 
rence contain2s in ic manifeſt Pelagianiſme,and whiles it goes 
about to make men free, it makes them facrilegious, contrar 
tothe perperrall conſent of che doArine of the Goſpel, which 
t2k->thaway from man all matter of boaſting,” and atrributes 
the praiſe of this bzncftt to the divine grace alone: And con- 
trary to the Apoſtle teſtifying. 1.Cor.1.8. That God alſo will 
eftabliſhws even vatill theend, that we may vee vnblameatle in 
the day of our Lord Teſus Chriſt. 
ITT. 
«  Whoteach,that the truly faithful 0 regenerat nat only may 
i fall —_—_ & finally from inſtifying fauth Sex from grace & ſal- 
© vaticn , but that oftentimes they doe indeed fall, periſh everla- 
#insly.For this opinion annulleth not only the grace of juſti- 
fication and regeneration, but alſo the perpetual! preſeryati= 
on of Iclus Chriſt : Contrary to the exprefle words of the 
Apoſtle S.Paul,Rom.5.9-10.1f Chrift dyed for vs then when 
we were bat ſizners much rather then, being now inſtified in his 
blood, ſhall we be ſaved from the wrath by him: And contrary to 
the Apoſtie S.Iohn, r.loh. 3.9.#/hoſoever 15 borne of God dnth 
10 ſia,For the ſeed of Hmm, remaineth in him, and he cannot fin, 
becauſe he is borne of God : Alſo contrary to the words of Ie+ 
ſus Chriſt, Ioh.10, 28.29. And I gine them eternal life, they 
ſ>all never periſh » Alſe none ſhall ſnatch them ant cf my hand; 
my Father ,who hath grven them unto me,u greater thrn all, & 
19 14%: #5 able to ſnatch them ont of the hazuas of my Father. 
Who teach, That the trwly faithfull and r:generate may fin 
the ſin unto death, that is to ſay, the ſin againſt the boly Ghoſt, 
Foraſmuch as the Apoſtle S, Iohn, chap. s.of his firſt, after he 
had in the 16.1nd 17.verſes,made mention of thoſe, who fin 
vnto death,aud forbidden to pray for them, - preſently addes 
ja the 18, verſe; Fe kzow that whoſoever is Lorne of God ſinneth 
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not,(ro wit. this kinde-of fin) But he that ts bovne of God bees 
| peth him{clfe,and the Ewill one tencheth hins not, 


Who teach, th in this life 2ne can haue no certainty of per-,, 
ſeverance for the time to come, without ſpeciall revelation, For _ 
by this doCtrine the faithfull are depriu'd of the mot ſolide 
confolatio, which they can haue during this life, & the doubt= 
fulnefle and wavering opinions of the Romane Church are 
brought in againe. But the holy Scripture drawerth every 
where this certainety,not from any ſpeciall and extraordina= 
ry revelation; but from the proper markes ef the children of 
God,and from his moſt ſure promiſes:aboue ail; the Apoſtle 
 $.Paul,Rom.8.38. No creature ſhall be able to ſeparate vs fro 
| \ the loueof God,, which hee hath ſhewedvvs m Teſia'( hrift onr - 
Lord & 1.loh.z3.24 He which keepeth his commandements a= 
bid:th in hm,and He in him:& hrreby know we that he abideth - 
in vs,to weet,by the Spirit which he hath given unto vs, | 


Who teach, chat the doftrine touching the certainety of per= 1, 
ſeverance & ſalvation u naturally & of it ſelfe a couſhion of the ,, 
fleſh,and hurtful to piety, good manners,prayers , and other holy ,, 
exerciſes:but on the cotrary that it is alandable thing to doubt. ,, 
For ſuch mendeclare that they are ignorant of the efficacie - 
of divine grace, and of the operation of the holy Spirit dwel- 
ling in the Ele&,and contradi&the Apoſtle S.Tohn, who in 
exprefle words faith the quite contrary, 1.loh.3.ver.2 deare--. 
ly beloved we are now the thildren of God but what wee ſhall bee 
doth not yet appeare : but we know that after that he ſha'lhaue 
appear d,we ſhall be ihe unto 11m , forwe (hall ſee hm as he ts, 
Eurther more they are convinced by the examples of the 
Sainrs,as wel in the C1d, as New Teſtament; who albeit they 
were aflured of their perſeverance & falvation, did notwirh- 
-nding continue the dayly yle of praiers and other exerciſes 
of pierie, 

VIL, | 
_ / Whorteach, that there is no difference berweene 4 temporal ," 
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ec faith, and that which inflifieth and ſaveth, ſane onely in conti- 
weance. For Icſus Chriſt himſelfe, Mat. 3.20 .Luk,8#.15! and 
in the verſes following , doth manifeſtly obſerue three other 
differences betweene thoſe that belicue for atime, and thoſe 
. that are truely faithfull , when he ſaich; that thoſe former re- 
ceiue the ſecd into ſtonie ground;theſe into good ground, or 
into a good heart : that thoſghaue no root; theſe naue a firme 
root; that thoſe beare no fruit ; theſe bring forth their fruit in 
diverſe and ſundry meaſures conſtantly and continuingly. 
Ny eel "Oy 2 
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« - Who teach, That it i noa bſurdity,that the first regentratio: - 
« on being extintt,a man ſhould be borne agame the ſecond, yea of= 


« tex temes . For by this dofrine,they denie the incorruptibili- 

ty of the ſeed of God, whereby we are borne againe; contrary 
to the teſtimony of the Apoſtle S. Peter. x Per. 1. 2 3. being 
berne 4 new not of corruptible ſeed , but of incorruptible. 


c Who teach, that Teſus Chriſt prayed no where for the infal- 
« bible perſeverance of the faithfull,sn faith, For they contradict 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelfe,who ſaith, Lak, 2 2.3 2. 1 hawe prayed for 
thee(Peter)that thy farth faile net. And the Goſpel of S. Iohn, 
which witneſleth : /eh, 17.71. Thar Ieſus Chriſt pray'd nor 
onely for the Apoſtles, bur alſo for all thoſe that ſhould be- 
licue through their word: Holy Father heepe them in thy name, 
and verle 1 5,1 pray not that thou wouldeſt take them out of the 
world,but that thou wouldeſt keepe them from evill. 
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